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Contact: Insa Riepen, 649-9698 

RECYCLE UTAH COLLECTS NATURAL WINE CORKS  FOR RECORK - A NEW CRADLE TO CRADLE COLLECTION PROGRAM FOR 2010

PARK CITY, UTAH - Yes, you have always been able to drop off your natural wine corks at Recycle Utah, the community non-profit drop off recycling center located at 1951 Woodbine Way in Park City.  Typically, local professional and amateur artists pick them up for different projects and crafts throughout the year. But starting this month, Recycle Utah has established a new collection program with ReCORK (previously ReCORK America), a recycling program spons[image: image1.png]L ‘o 1
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ored by Amorim of Portugal, the world's largest producer (3 billion annually) of natural cork wine closures; their U.S. sales affiliates, Amorim Cork America and Portocork America; and SOLE, a leading manufacturer of footwear.  The goal of ReCORK is to find reuse applications for as many corks as possible - and in the process, help communicate the value cork forests play as a sustainable natural resource that must be protected. Natural cork wine closures, unlike plastic or aluminum, are ideal for recycling and can be remanufactured into shoe soles, flooring, gaskets, bulletin boards, sports equipment, and even used as a soil amendment in compost. Natural cork is also a valuable source of CO2 retention. There are 13 billion (yes, billion!) natural cork wine closures sold into the world market each year. At present, the majority of them end up in landfills instead of in reuse applications. While natural cork will degrade over time, landfill capacities in most communities are at a critical state. Cork is ideal for recycling. It is biodegradable, renewable, energy efficient, sustainable, and 100% natural.

“Since we’ve already established a collection program for corks, this new sustainable initiative will be easy to implement: everybody already knows what to do and where to recycle it”, says Recycle Utah Executive Director, Insa Riepen. Once ReCork picks up the corks from Recycle Utah, they are sent to the company’s storage facility in Napa, California or Great Falls, Montana, where they are consolidated into approximately a 9-ton load for shipping to the company’s grinding plant in British Columbia. They are then sent off to the SOLE Manufacturing plant and the ground cork is blended into SOLE's unique formulations and used in the production of SOLE's product lines and packaging.  SOLE is a leading manufacturer of footwear products with distribution throughout North America. SOLE launched its line of supportive, do-it-yourself, heat-moldable footbeds in 2001. Millions of happy feet later, SOLE extended its expertise in foot health and comfort to a line of Premium Performance Socks. SOLE products are used by dozens of professional teams in the NFL, NBA and MLB as well as "UltraMarathon Man" Dean Karnazes, renowned mountaineer Ed Viesturs, Team Nike Adventure Racing, and the US and Canadian military.

In addition to the cork recycling, ReCORK and SOLE have pledged to sponsor the planting of a minimum of 4 thousand cork oaks in Portugal in 2010. The goal is to help offset some of the carbon footprint associated with recycling and to ensure the ongoing health and growth of the region’s forests. This will be a continuing effort on the part of ReCORK and SOLE, to continue planting trees every year. This effort is in collaboration with QUERCUS (the National Association for Nature Conservation), GREEN CORK (Amorim’s equivalent of ReCORK for Portugal), and Criar Bosques, a tree planting effort in Portugal. By the end of 2010, these projects will have planted over 200,000 trees in the name of conservation and forest stewardship.

So don’t throw those corks in the trash, bring them to Recycle Utah, drop them off in the designated bins near the Glass Recycling Center and feel good about where they’ll end up. Riepen adds, “We’re providing Summit and Wasatch county residents with a true cradle to cradle recycling program for a more sustainable community.”

For more information about this new program, go to www.recycleutah.org. To find out more about ReCork, visit http://recork.org/. Go to http://www.yoursole.com/ for more details on SOLE products.  
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