
2ND ANNUAL WATER FESTIVAL  
Over 20 presenters and about 300 fifth graders came together at 
the Miners Hospital on a Thursday morning in April for the second 
annual water festival.  Sarah Wilcox of The Park Record described 
the event as a “blur of color and activity” and everyone involved 
described the event as a fantastic success. 

Students from all four Park City School District elementary 
schools, North Summit Elementary School, Soldier Hollow Charter 
School and Soaring Wings Montessori school learned about all as-
pects of water.  Skye Shelton from The Colby School and her nine 
seventh-grade students acted as ambassadors and helped with the 
different presentations. 

Water education is of great importance.  Students might not get this 
education anywhere besides the water festival.  Their enthusiasm, 
interest and focus are the reasons why 
the water festival works so well.  They 
soak up this information like little 
sponges!  The water festival increases 
awareness of water issues for all who 
attend.  These students will bring the 
message home to parents, spreading 
the word about water and why it mat-
ters to us all. 

HEALTHY GARDEN 
TOUR —JULY 12TH 

RU wants you to see local gardens done right.  These yards and gar-
dens will include examples of the use of minimal grass landscape, 
native and drought tolerant plants, use of compost, xeriscaping, 
drip irrigation, and hardscape (use of rocks and other ‘solid’ fea-
tures).  These are the features that make a beautiful garden that 
works in Utah.  Expect to choose between 10-15 local gardens.  
Maps will be handed out the day of the garden tour for a donation 
of $1.  There will be established gardens, new gardens and gardens 
in the process of being changed from conventional to drought toler-
ant.  If you think your garden qualifies, call us now to be on the 
tour. 
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10TH HAZMAT COLLECTION MAY 30TH 
Recycle Utah is holding another hazardous materials event at the 
Woodbine Way collection center from 9am–12 on May 30th.  Bring 
by your cleaners, degreaser, fertilizer, fungicides, insecticides, kero-
sene, nail polish remover, paint, paint thinner, pesticides, solvents, 
stain, varnish, or any other household chemical that you no longer 
want and have it properly disposed of for 50¢ a pound.  Motor oil, 
antifreeze, brake fluid and windshield wiper fluid can be dropped 
off free at Burt Brothers or Mercer any time. 

COMPUTER RECYCLING DAY MAY 31ST 
BIG NEWS!  We’ve managed to arrange a one-
time computer recycling event to give you a 
chance to get rid of that old machine in the base-
ment or closet.  We’d love to get the not so old 
ones too, since good computers will be refur-
bished and donated to the Computer’s for 
Schools program.  All other equipment will be 
demanufactured and the resulting materials will 
be properly recycled.  We will be able to collect 

computers and any other devices that plug into them.  There will 
be a $3 charge for each monitor to cover the costs of shipping 
the glass for recycling but everything else will be free!  If you are 
interested in knowing how the computers are handled and what is 
the end use of the materials recovered, give us a call.  This is a pilot 
program—we’ll do more if it’s a success. We can’t accept any other 
electronics this time, but keep watching RU, we’re always at work. 

NATIVE PLANT SALE JUNE 14TH 
Join Recycle Utah for the Native Plant Sale (and Garage Sale!) on 
June 14th from 9am-12.  Janette from the Garden Niche will be 
here selling native bushes and plants.  There will be plants in 5, 2 
and 1 gallon containers available as well as smaller perennials.  You 
will also be able to purchase wildflower seeds.  Utah Native Plant 
Society, Mountain Chapter will be available for consultations and 
education.  Park City Water will be here displaying sprinkler sys-
tems and additional water conservation topics.  For some pre-sale 
ideas, see “Multipurpose Windbreaks…” on page 4. 

Feed the Earth . . . Compost 
Free Public Workshops, Wednesdays at 9 am. 

Learn how to make compost in your backyard… The easy way.  
Composting helps reduce landfill waste. 

Getting started 
What to do with yard/garden waste 
Troubleshooting tips 
Compost bins-pros and cons 
Using compost to enrich the garden 
Gardening for water quality 

Participants will receive a free “Presto Hoop” compost bin and/or a 10% 
discount on a “Home Composter” 
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WATER FESTIVAL PRESENTATIONS  
Thank you to all the presenters at the 2nd annual water festival.  
New presentations this year were the Water Trailer, Wetlands and 
Ecosystems of the Great Salt Lake. 

Thank You 
Thanks to the volunteers who canvassed area neighborhoods 
spreading the word about the county’s expanded curbside re-
cycling program and encouraging people to sign up.  Here they 
are:  Hayden Ward, Nick Gibbs, Jerry Gibbs, Kevin Callahan, 
Dana Williams, Peg Bodell, Rosemary Sweeney,  Lisa Ward, 
Jeff Ward, Kris Anderson, Diane Murphy, Dan Mills, Chris 
Norton and 9 students from the Oakley School. 

Thanks to all who helped out at the Water Festival.  RU’s 
board members: Diane Murphy, Kathy Kinsman & Kris An-
derson, RU Volunteer: Carolyn Frankenburg, the Colby 
School’s  Seventh Grade Class: Skye Shelton (teacher), Kevin 
Arnold, Dylan Enright, Scott Henney, Lauren Hoffman, Ja-
mey Huber, Jessie Madsen, Eric Pace, Soren Urry and 
Natalie Waltz, and the volunteers from Starbucks Coffee, es-
pecially Ted Russell who along with his wife chose this great 
day to bring his second son into the world.  Congratulations 
Ted, and thanks to all the Water Festival volunteers. 

Thanks to Tom & June Frey for supporting Recycle Utah dur-
ing their many years in Park City and for their thoughtful note 
letting us know they were moving on.  Every member counts, 
your support is what keeps us going. 

Thanks to all who used their Albertson’s Community 
Partner’s  cards last quarter.  You raised over $250 for RU! 

Thanks to Andy and Fred at the Main and Kimball Junction 
post offices for collecting and sorting junk mail for us to recy-
cle at our center. 

Thank you’s are continued on page 6 . . . 

GET INVOLVED IN WATER EDUCATION 
The following organizations are highly recommended by Dan 
McCool, director of the American West Center, as great places to 
get your feet wet in water education. 

Trout Unlimited—www.tu.org—Trout Unlimited’s mission is to 
conserve, protect and restore North America’s trout and salmon 
fisheries and their watersheds. 

Utah Rivers Council—www.utahrivers.org—The Utah Rivers Coun-
cil is a community-based, grassroots, non-profit organization dedi-
cated to conservation and stewardship of Utah's rivers and sustain-
able, clean water sources for Utah citizens and wildlife for genera-
tions to come. 

American Rivers—www.amrivers.org—American Rivers is a na-
tional non-profit conservation organization dedicated to protecting 
and restoring healthy natural rivers and the variety of life they sus-
tain for people, fish, and wildlife. 

Water Education Foundation—www.water-ed.org—The mission of 
the Water Education Foundation is to create a better understand-
ing of water issues and help resolve water resource problems 
through educational programs.  
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If you wouldn’t drink it, don’t dump it! 
To keep our water clean: 

Clean up after pets           Don’t litter 

Recycle old oil and antifreeze 

Don’t overfertilize lawns. 



Clean, Renewable Energy On Sale Now! 

Now everyone can reduce the environmental im-
pact of their electricity use by buying wind power 
though Utah Power’s Blue Sky program. 

The price has dropped to $1.95/month per 100 
kilowatt-hour (kwh) block. You can purchase as 
many blocks as you like. The average Utah house-
hold uses 700 kWh/month. For each block you purchase over the 
period of a year you prevent nearly 1, 700 pounds of carbon diox-
ide emissions, which has the same environmental benefit as not 
driving 1,800 miles per year or planting 1/3 acre of trees per year.*  
So what are you waiting for? 

Its easy to sign up, just call Utah Power at 1 800-842-8458 or visit 
the Utah Wind Power Campaign, a non-profit effort to promote 
renewable energy at www.utahgreenpower.org. 

*Based on an independent analysis completed by the Northwest Power Planning Coun-
cil and US EPA data. 

Bottle Bill Work ‘Can’tinues 
“Only a newborn would fail to notice how much clout has been 
hired to fight off any bill that would help the public at the expense 
of the powerful bottling industry.”  The New York Times, Editorial, 
March 4, 2003  Industries that are fighting bottle bills, including 

the aluminum industry, do not have alternatives to bottle bills that 
will result in higher recycling rates for beverage containers.  “The 
10 States with deposit laws have 29 percent of the US population 
but recycle fully half of all the beverage containers recycled nation-
wide.”  Pat Franklin, executive director of The Container Recy-
cling Institute.  Bottle bills get more containers recycled.  Work 
toward Utah’s bottle bill continues.  To learn more, about bottle 
bills visit these websites:  http://www.Container-Recycling.org  & 
http://www.bottlebill.org/  To have your voice heard and make a 
difference, contact Representative Scott Daniels a t 
Sctdaniels@aol.com. 

RU Cell Phone Collection 
Recycle Utah is still collecting your used cell phones 
and sending them to Collective Good phone recycling.  
There,  the valuable phones are refurbished and sent to the Carib-
bean and Latin America for reuse and the obsolete phones are re-
cycled to recover metals and plastics and deal with the hazardous 
materials they contain.  This program earns a little bit of money for 
RU and helps take care of a major problem for our landfills.  Keep 
on bringing in your phones. 

STOP IT! STOP IT! STOP IT! 
Are you serious about stopping junk mail?  Then you need to check 
out the web page below.  It’s the most complete how-to for stop-
ping unsolicited mail that we’ve ever found.  It takes a bit of work, 
but isn’t it worth doing your part to stop about 4 million tons of 
unwanted paper mail that’s sent in the US every year? 

The link is www.obviously.com/junkmail/. 

If you need more encouragement, consider this: It requires 17 trees 
to make one ton of virgin paper. 17 trees represent 3 2/3 acres of 
forest.  So, for mail which nobody wants and half of which 
is never opened, Americans are cramming 68,000,000 
trees through their mailboxes every year and creating 
14,666,666 deforested acres.  To put it into perspective, that’s 
23,000 square miles—the land area of the entire state of West Vir-
ginia!  Somebody’s got to make it stop. 

Recycling Junk Mail 

Until the junk mail does stop, you can help to see that at least more 
of it gets recycled.  If your mailbox is 
part of a group of boxes, why not try 
putting out a collection can for the junk 
mail.  Use a covered can with a narrow 
slit cut in the top so only mail can be put 
in.  Put on one or two big, clear lami-
nated signs saying “junk mail only—for 
recycling” (and “la publicidad sin interés 
solo para reciclar” we think?).  You’ll 
have to check the  bin regularly 
(whenever you pick up your mail) and 
clean out the plastic wrappers, CD’s and 
other non-paper things that people put 
in there, and bring it to one of Recycle 
Utah’s mixed paper bins every few 
weeks when it’s full.  This is a relatively 
easy way to make a big difference, save 

some trees and get more people thinking about recycling. 

RU’s Points for Planet Improvement 
(Adapted from Environmental Defense (www.environmentaldefense.org)) 

Recycle as much as possible. 
 Conserve energy, use energy efficient lighting and support 
renewable energy sources. 
Find an alternative to chemical pesticides for your lawn and 
buy organic produce to reduce pesticide use in farming. 
Protect endangered species and habitat.  Buy products that 
support endangered species, not those made from them. 
Organize a community group to clean up a local stream, high-
way, park or beach (okay, reservoir). 
Buy the most fuel efficient car you can and drive it less by 
walking, biking, carpooling and using public transit. 
Educate yourself on important environmental concerns and 
know how your elected officials stand on these issues. 
Teach a child the importance of a healthy environment. 
Become a member of Recycle Utah—get out and find out how 
much YOU can do. 
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If a tree falls in the forest and no one cares, 
is it made into junk mail? 



Multipurpose Windbreaks & Drought 
Tolerant Plants Make Sense for Utah 

Planting a windbreak near your home provides many benefits be-
sides the obvious one of not having your kids and dog blown away 
on a windy Utah day!  How about these—windbreaks can: increase 
comfort around your residence, create a microclimate in your yard 
to improve growing conditions, decrease energy costs 20-40%, 
provide wildlife habitat, block unsightly views or increase privacy, 
provide cooling shade, manage drifting snow (it will settle on the 
downwind side of the wind break), reduce wind erosion, improve 
irrigation efficiency and look nice. 

In our high desert climate drought 
tolerant plants are the clear choice 
for windbreaks and other plantings.  
There are a huge number of trees 
and shrubs to choose from.  Here are 
a couple of RU’s favorites:  common 
purple lilac—shrub, fragrant blos-
soms in May, good screen, Saskatoon serviceberry—shrub, masses 
of white flowers, good wildlife food and erosion control Go to 
www.waterwiseplants.utah.gov/ for many more plant varie-
ties. (flower photo by Dave Powell, USDA Forest Service, www.forestryimages.org). 

Conifers are another excellent choice for harsh environments.  
They make good windbreaks, can tolerate extreme conditions and 
require less water to survive than broadleaf plants.  Some conifers 
to consider are the Rocky Mtn. Juniper, Eastern Red Cedar, Jack 
Pine and Dwarf Mugo Pine.   

For even more plant information try plants.usda.gov/ and 
www.treeguide.com or pick a sunny day and visit your local 
nursery.  This information collected from Lawyer Nursery, www.lawyernursery.com, 
and The National Arbor Day Foundation, www.arborday.org  

DECKING ALTERNATIVES 

If you are considering a new deck, shed or fence this summer, then 
you’ve got alternatives that you need to know about. 

Wood is no longer the only answer.  In fact, CCA (chromated cop-
per arsenate) pressure treated lumber will be banned in the near 
future because of the potential for exposure to arsenic.  Cedar, red-
wood, mahogany and fir are possible options but all require very 
high levels of maintenance, including annual staining.  Teak can be 
used for decks but is expensive and, like all wood, requires the 
death of a tree before it makes it to your deck! 

Fortunately, there are a number of man-made alternatives to wood 
that you can use to construct a virtually maintenance-free deck.  
These products have higher initial costs than pressure treated 
wood or cedar but require no maintenance and last far longer, thus 
resulting in much lower overall costs for the life of your deck.  
What is even better is that many of these decking materials are 
made with very high or 100% recycled content.  You get to save 
money over the long term, buy a long lasting product so it won’t be 
disposed of any time soon and support recycling by closing the 
loop.  Of course, you also get a great looking deck that you don’t 
have to worry about again for many a long summer day. 

Wood alternatives fall into two categories:  all plastic and 
plastic/wood composites.  Both types can be assembled without 
nails or screws showing and do not require any maintenance other 
than occasional washing.  Some manufacturers provide complete 
deck systems with railings, caps and steps.  Most of these products 
are not structural, so timber supports are required. 

Plastic/wood composites are made from a mixture of about 

50% organic material and 50% plastic.  Organic materials vary by 
manufacturer but the most commonly used is sawdust, generally 
obtained from furniture or other wood product factories.  One 
company uses rice hulls (obtained from threshing) and another 
uses cedar chips that are a by-product of perfume manufacturing.  
The plastic content also varies, but is most often HDPE— from 
either post-consumer bottles (milk jugs) or plastic bags.  Check 
the recycled content and material sources before you buy!  

Composite deck materials can generally be worked with using 
conventional tools and will fade to a light grey color.  Some can be 
painted or stained.  Composite decks provide good traction, are 
UV stable (after initial fading) and have low thermal expansion 
and contraction.  Some of the biggest brand names in composite 
decking are Trex, ChoiceDek, SmartDeck and Nexwood. 

All-plastic decks are generally assembled using clips and do not 
fade but can not be painted.  Most are made from 100% recycled 
HDPE but some are made from commingled plastic (that is mixed 
#1-#7).  They are available in a wide range of colors and some 
have simulated wood grain.  They are even longer lasting than 
composite deck materials (one manufacturer provides a 50 year 
warranty) and are stain resistant. 

Plastic lumber manufacturers are also starting to develop struc-
tural lumber by combining a certain amount of fiberglass with the 
plastic.  Soon you will be able to build from the ground up with-
out using wood at all.  The Berkeley National Lab maintains an 
online list of over 50 companies that produce lumber from recy-
cled plastic.  You can find this list at:  http://www.lbl.gov/
ehs/wastemin/buying/construction/plastic_lum.html.  

There are a huge variety of recycled, long lasting products avail-
able for construction now and new solutions are being developed 
continuously.  We don’t need to be cutting down any more trees!  
Educate yourself, and whatever product you choose for your new 
deck, fence or shed, remember this:  You’ve got alternatives. 

Staples Taking Rechargeable Batteries  
The national office supply retailer, Staples, has joined the battery 
recycling program of The Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corpo-
ration (RBRC), a non-profit organization dedicated to recycling 
rechargeable batteries.   You can now take expired batteries into 
any Staples store and drop them off for free.  Staples joins other 
retailers to increase the number of drop off locations to about 
30,000.  For more information go to www.rbrc.org. 

Remember that you can still drop your rechargeable and alkaline 
batteries at Recycle Utah for recycling.  While alkaline batteries 
are not regulated as hazardous waste (rechargeable batteries are)  
it is important to recycle them in the interest of resource conser-
vation and elimination of another flavor in our landfill soup. 

Choose rechargeable batteries over alkaline (Reuse!) and get all 
batteries recycled.  To learn more about batteries and battery re-
cycling, visit  http://www.epa.gov/epr/products/batteries.html. 
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GOT TENNIS BALLS? 
Don’t throw your old tennis balls away. Bring 
them in to Recycle Utah’s office. 
People with dogs like to recycle and we like 
to give away free stuff. 
Make a dog’s day and keep your old 
tennis balls out of the landfill. 



TREE SEEDLINGS 
Recycle Utah is making a difference in everyone’s future by pro-
viding every student who listened to Insa’s presentation on recy-
cling and conservation with a tree seedling.  4,100 seedlings were 

distributed this year!  The 
seedlings bring home the 
children’s education about 
the importance of clean 
air, wildlife habitat, soil 
conservation, water con-
servation and earth stew-
ardship.  There is great 
potential for every little 
seedling. 

Thank You, continued from page 2 
�Q Thanks to all the schools who have provided class time and 

eager young ears for Recycle Utah (Insa) to share the message 
about reducing, reusing, recycling and conservation: 

�y The Oakley School 
�y McPolin Elementary 
�y Heber Valley Elementary 
�y Jeremy Ranch Elementary 
�y South Summit Elementary School, Kamas 
�y Park City Cooperative Preschool 
�y Growing Light Montessori School, Midway 
�y Soldier Hollow Charter School, Midway 
�y Soaring Wings Montessori School, Park City 
�y Trailside Elementary 

�Q Thanks also to the Kiwanis Club of Park City for having Insa 
present at their meeting. 

�Q Thanks to X-Mission for internet access, e-mail and web host-
ing so we can stay connected and keep you informed. 

�Q Thanks to Wild Oats  for holding a ‘kind couture’ fashion show 
and silent auction featuring reused, recycled and earth-
friendly clothing with all proceeds benefiting RU! 

�Q Thank you from the bottom of our drying wells to the speak-
ers who were part of Recycle Utah’s Water Education month: 

�y Professor Darwin Sorenson, Ph.D. USU, talked about Safe 
Drinking Water and Watershed Management 

�y Brian McInerny  of the National Weather Service presented 
“How long range weather patterns affect our local water sup-
ply.”  To see this presentation go online to www.wrh.noaa.gov/
Saltlake/river/presentations/watersupply_april03.pdf 

�y Professor Dan McCool, Director of the American West Center 
spoke on Politics of Water in the West.  For a list of web sites 
recommended by Professor McCool see page 2. 

�y Bill Loughlin, PG  from Kleinfelder , presented the geology of the 
Snyderville basin, groundwater occurrence and flow and drink-
ing water source protection. 

�y Kathy Gammel , Park City Water , discussed drinking water 
standards,  compliance and enforcement, testing requirements 
and new drinking water rules. 

�y Jim Carbine , Mountain Regional Water , spoke on water 
concurrency and water importation.  

�y Jon Bollwinkel , Gorgoza Water , explained how the large num-
ber of developers and distance between developments led to so 
many water companies in the Snyderville basin and how the 
EPA has problems with these small companies. 

�y Mike Luers , Summit Water Dist. Co ., discussed water manage-
ment from the water company’s perspective. 

�y Finally, thanks to Chuck Hollinshead, of CARG, who moderated 
the panel discussion. 
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CHIPPING FOR FIRE SAFETY 2003 
The Park City Fire Department is once again 
offering free chipping of cut brush and wood 
for Summit County Residents.  Just call to set 
up an appointment and Casey will come to you. 

Please follow these guidelines: 

€ Stack brush & branches on roadside, cut ends 
facing downhill. 

€ No construction material, no nails. 
€ No wire or cord in stack. 
€ No larger than eight inches, please. 
€ Trunks must have branches removed. 
€ Christmas trees must have branches removed. 
€ Keep the chips as mulch, or they will remove. 

Call 649-6706 ext 149.      Casey Woods 

New York Recycling May Pay After All 
It made it as a headline in the New York Times but it’s old news 
here at Recycle Utah.  This is what we’ve been saying all along!  
Their story from the May 4th paper, page 33, tells how the esti-
mated $40 million per year saving s from suspending collection 
of glass and plastic has turned into less than $11 million.  Two 
other factors may actually make recycling the cheaper alterna-
tive.  The first of these factors is that Pennsylvania, where much 
of New York’s garbage goes, has raised its tipping fees.  The sec-
ond is that a private company saw a niche market handling the 
city’s recyclables and decided to capitalize on it.  When govern-
ments, businesses and the public get together, recycling works. 

OIL CHANGE?  
No, Recycle Utah hasn’t decided to enter into competition with 
Jiffy Lube and others.   We just want to make sure that you know 
the impact of your used oil if disposed of improperly.  Used mo-
tor oil contains heavy metals and other toxic substances, and is 
considered hazardous waste. 

Each year do-it-yourself 
oil changers improperly 
dump more oil than the 
tanker Exxon Valdez 
spilled into Alaska's 
Prince William Sound. 

One quart of oil can kill fish in thousands of gallons of water. 

Motor oil must never be dumped in storm drains; storm drains 
flow *untreated* into rivers, lakes or oceans. Your quart of oil 
*does* make a difference - don't dump it.  

Recycling used motor oil is easy.  Just take it to most local ga-
rages, they’ll take it for free.  Call  Recycle Utah for phone num-
bers and locations.  (Taken from the Consumer Recycling Guide, 
www.obviously.com/recycle .) 

Green Babies 
Think adults waste a lot of paper?  Well baby, listen to this!  The 
average American baby uses 20 to 25 mature trees’ worth of dis-
posable diapers before they become potty trained  Annually, this 
is about 20 billion diapers—around 7 billion pounds– which end 
up in landfills.  It’s estimated that these take about 500 years to 
decompose and the diapers contain untreated human waste 
which is technically forbidden in landfills.  Yuck. 


